
PROTEST PROCEDURES TO FOLLOW IF A COACH BELIEVES THERE HAS BEEN A 

MISAPPLICATION OF THE RULES: 

 

1) Cannot be a judgment call.  Must be a “game-changing situation” (i.e. involves 

a goal, penalty stroke, penalty corner) 

2) At the first stoppage of play after the play in question, the head coach should 

address the lead umpire and report what is believed to be the misapplication of 

the rule. 

3) Lead umpire calls time and confers with other official.  If they decide that a 

misapplication occurred, the umpire’s decision shall be corrected at that time. 

4) If the call stands and the coach still believes there has been a misapplication 

of the rule, the coach will then file a formal verbal protest with the game 

umpires. 

5) Officials notify the opposing coach of the protest. 

6) The head coach then has 10 minutes to use the NFHS rule book and/or USAFH 

rules comparison to show the game umpires the appropriate reference which 

clarifies a misapplication of the game rule. This will be treated the same as an 

injury timeout and there will be no coaching allowed. 

7) If no specific rule reference can be found within the allotted 10 minutes, the 

protest shall automatically be disallowed and the game resumes from the point 

of interruption. 

8) If a rule reference is found that indicates a misapplication of a rule has 

occurred, the umpire’s decision shall be corrected at that time, communicated 

to the opposing coach and the game shall resume from the point of interruption 

after the correction is complete. 

9) All protests shall be resolved at the site. 

10)  If the protest is not upheld, the team filing the protest shall be charged a 

time-out. If that team has no remaining timeouts, NFHS rule four is applied 

indicating that the protesting team shall play short one player for five minutes.  

 

 


